






































































6968

PROJECT

CLIENT 
LOCATION

YEAR
TYPOLOGY 
DWELLINGS
PER BUILDING
SIZE OF UNITS 

Langweidenstraße 

NHW
Langweidenstraße 32, 50
Frankfurt-Hausen
1972
residential tower
130
75/55
44-93m2

DESCRIPTION    
The two high-rise residential towers are part of a group of 

�ive towers located on the eastern border of Frankfurt-Hausen, 
built in the early 1970s. The two towers, comprising 11 and 15 
stories respectively, were completed in 1972. Access is provided 
via staircases and an elevator, leading to a spacious distribution 
area from which �ive apartments can be entered.

To comply with �ire regulations, access to the staircase from 
the distribution space requires passing through an external loggia.

The apartment sizes vary signi�icantly�from 44 m† single-
oriented units with an internal kitchen and bathroom, and a 
bedroom, living room, and loggia facing east, to large corner 
apartments with three bedrooms and a living room facing west, 
and a kitchen and dining room facing north. This creates a wide 
variety of apartment layouts and sizes.

Approximately twenty years ago, the buildings underwent 
partial envelope renovation, which included the addition of a six-
centimeter-thick layer of insulation.

Around the central core�which contains elevators, a safety 
staircase, and a corridor��ive apartments of varying sizes 
are arranged. The smallest units face east, while the larger 
apartments are positioned at the corners

6

Ernst May Preis 2025 

The ground level and basement 
are used for storage space
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PROJECT

CLIENT 
LOCATION

YEAR
TYPOLOGY 
DWELLINGS 
PER BUILDING
SIZE OF UNITS

Ben-Gurion-Ring

Nassauische Heimstätte
Ben-Gurion-Ring 120-138
Frankfurt-Bonames
1976
high-rise slab
167
24
43-88m2

DESCRIPTION    
The large settlement project of Ben-Gurion-Ring was 

developed in the 1970s in Frankfurt-Bonames and Nieder-
Eschbach, covering an area of 35 hectares. As early as the 1950s, 
the �irst buildings were constructed near the center of Bonames. 
The area later expanded northward with the addition of 1,350 units 
of social housing. Today, approximately 4,000 people live in the 
settlement. Since 2016, the adjacent industrial area to the north 
has also been undergoing transformation into residential space.

An eight-story slab building de�ines the southern edge of 
the settlement. Using a modular system of prefabricated concrete 
elements, a highly complex structure was realized, featuring a 
wide variety of axial spans and setbacks. This complexity was 
made possible through a consistent access strategy: all segments 
are accessed in the same way. Entry is from the courtyard to the 
north, with a staircase and elevator leading to three apartments 
per �loor.

The apartments themselves vary signi�icantly in size, 
based on combinations of di� erent, repeating modules. Kitchens 
generally face north and are connected to internal bathrooms. 
Bedrooms are oriented to both the north and south, while living 
rooms and loggias are typically located on the southern side. 

The entire construction was prefabricated using the 
Holzmann-Coignet building system, with the facade remaining in 
its� original state of precast concrete element with minimal core 
insulation.

The site plan highlights the scale of both the building and the overall 
settlement, illustrating that the 120-meter-long structure represents 
only a small portion of the larger Ben-Gurion settlement
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Using a modular system of prefabricated concrete 
elements, a highly complex structure was realized, 
featuring a wide variety of axial spans and setbacks

The eight-story building is accessed by a single staircase 
and an elevator, which stops only at the stair landing
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DESCRIPTION				  
Many long-term residents have lived at Ben-Gurion Ring 

for over 30 years, experiencing life cycles�from moving in 
alone, to raising children, and eventually living independently 
again. This �luidity re�lects the dynamic nature of the community 
and highlights diverse demands on the housing. The units are 
standardized two- to four-room apartments, approximately 60�
95 m†, with four distinct �loor plan typologies. These functional, 
repetitive layouts feature central corridors, separate kitchens and 
bathrooms, bedrooms, and living areas.

Considering modern living needs, especially for young 
adults and evolving families, the typologies are adapted while 
respecting the existing structure. Most modi�ications preserve 
the framework and main walls, maintaining the general layout. 
Valuable aspects such as exterior views are strengthened, and 
characteristic materials, like storage elements, are retained. 
Kitchens and bathrooms, though rigid elements alongside 
elevators, staircases, and shafts, are key components of the social 
structure.

Interior spaces are reorganized to balance personal living 
areas and shared spaces. Within the framework of �ixed walls, 
kitchens and bathrooms are enlarged and relocated without 
reducing individual rooms. The open central space invites visual 
and acoustic contact: kitchens become a central hall connected 
to living areas, and bathrooms gain natural light and ventilation. 
Rooms are no longer assigned �ixed functions, allowing residents 
freedom to use spaces for living, eating, sleeping, or studying, and 
to adapt layouts as family composition changes over time.

Communal ideas replace traditional separation. Existing 
built-in wardrobes are reinterpreted to meet storage needs: facing 
storage units act as bu�ers and separation stages while doors 
serve both as wardrobe closures and doors for adjacent rooms. 
This allows residents to connect or divide spaces according to 
their needs, creating �lexible, extendable layouts. Wall-to-ceiling 
wooden shelves can be altered or interchanged, enabling some 
dwellings to maintain private rooms while others form large 
continuous spaces.

These bu�er elements and shared spaces enhance the 
psychological aspects of living and relationships between family 
members. While Ben-Gurion Ring is a large housing structure 
where many spaces are anonymous, its core lies in strengthening 
the inner apartment and living structure through small 
interventions and reinterpretation of space, views, and daily life.

PROJECT

CLIENT
YEAR
TYPOLOGY
 
STRATEGY

Luzie Geißler

Ben-Gurion-Ring 120-138, Frankfurt-
Bonames
NHW
1976
high-rise slab

Typological update

Site plan

Interior of room with storage element as bu�er

Typologies

transformed kitchen as centre

storage element as bu�er

typology IV-a existing �loor plan

Interior of transformed unit with open kitchen area

Projects

bathroom with natural light and ventilation
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DESCRIPTION				  
We �ind ourselves in one of the most northern districts of 

Frankfurt - Bonames. In the 1970s the Neue Heimat developed 
a settlement here that followed the principle urbanity through 
density. This meant that large quantities of housing needed to 
go hand in hand with providing for the everyday needs of the 
residents. Today the settlement is popular for its good housing 
layouts and connection to recreational area.

Building on this idea this project aims to reimagine one 
of the residential social housing complexes by activating vacant 
ground-�loor spaces and introducing new housing typologies 
tailored to the areas diverse households. The intervention begins 
with the east wing of the building, where street-facing units are 
transformed into public functions such as a children�s learning 
centre, a senior meet-up space, and a janitor�s o�ice. Outdoor 
terraces, ramps, and benches improve accessibility and create 
inviting public areas.

In the quieter west and south wings, communal uses such 
as laundry rooms and bike storage are introduced near circulation 
cores, fostering informal neighborly interaction. 

New duplex apartments are created by connecting ground 
and �irst �loors using prefabricated timber extensions. These 
duplexes accommodate up to eight people and include bu�er 
zones for storage, hobby and work. A studio unit can be added to 
the duplex, o�ering �lexible living arrangements.

A major design challenge was the lack of daylight in 
ground-�loor units. Because the façade panels are load-bearing, 
full removal was not a sensible option to do en masse. However, 
enlarging windows from the top down preserved structural 
integrity while improving light and allowing new access points.

In the east wing, new wooden panels replace old façade 
elements to increase transparency, while a slim extension provides 
vertical circulation. The upper-�loor apartment is downsized to suit 
a single resident or couple.

Architecturally, the additions respect the building�s 1970s 
heritage through form, color, and rhythm. The result is a subtle yet 
e�ective transformation�enhancing livability, supporting social 
interaction, and showing how existing structures can adapt to 
changing needs.
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Klara Georgi

Ben-Gurion-Ring 120-138, Frankfurt-
Bonames
NHW
1976
high-rise slab

Radical retro�it

Site plan

View towards transformed entrance

Isometry prefabricated structure

View towards transformed entrance
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